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an executive summary from the field hearing
as part of my statement.

The panelists at the Pittsburgh Steel Show-
case field hearing described the role of steel
in the United States economy at the beginning
of the 21st century. In compelling detail, Rob-
ert Riederer, CEO and President of Weirton
Steel, fleshed out the struggle to surmount
challenges to the continued viability of an in-
dustry that remains as vital today to our na-
tional security and American manufacturing as
it has in the past. Paul Wilhelm of U.S. Steel
spoke candidly of the need to protect the envi-
ronment without adversely affecting the indus-
try. Collectively, from the panelists’ testimony
emerged a vision of a bedrock industry com-
petitive in world markets, environmentally and
technically advanced, but threatened on two
fronts: waves of imports dumped by countries
reeling from constricted domestic markets,
desperate to prop up exports, and heightened
environmental standards at home. In response
to this discussion, members of Congress and
panelists explored the following solutions:
tighter enforcement of anti-dumping provi-
sions, close monitoring of steel scrap to en-
sure the purity of recycled steel, increased
funding for various offices within the U.S. De-
partment of Energy for research and develop-
ment of new steel production technologies,
and tax credits for investment, research, and
development.

It is my hope that all House members will
take time to read the full report as it contains
a host of important information. And as al-
ways, I stand ready to work with my col-
leagues on issues in support of the steel in-
dustry.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The panelists at the Congressional field
hearing at the Pittsburgh steel showcase de-
scribed the role of steel in the United States
economy at the beginning of the 21st century.
In compelling detail panelists like Robert
Riederer, CEO and President of Weirton Steel,
fleshed out the struggle to surmount chal-
lenges to the continued viability of an industry
that remains as vital today to national security
and American manufacturing as it has been in
the past. Candidly Paul Wilhelm of U.S. Steel
spoke of the need to protect the environment
without killing the industry. From the panelists’
testimony emerged a vision of a bedrock in-
dustry competitive in world markets, environ-
mentally and technically advanced but threat-
ened on two fronts: by waves of imports
dumped by countries reeling from constricted
domestic markets, desperate to prop up ex-
ports, and by ever tightening environmental
standards at home. Panelists and Members of
Congress explored the solutions: increased
funding for U.S. Department of Energy Office
of Industrial Technologies’ Industries of the
Future research and development of new steel
production technologies, tighter enforcement
of anti-dumping provisions, close monitoring of
imported steel scrap to ensure the purity of re-
cycled steel, and tax credits for investment
and research and development.
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today in recognition of the 20th Anniver-
sary of Redwood Community Action Agency in
Eureka, California. Since its establishment in
1980, RCAA has lead the way in serving
Humboldt County’s low- and moderate-income
residents. The agency has developed pro-
grams to help people become more self-suffi-
cient and to improve their own lives. Over the
years tens of thousands of individuals have re-
ceived assistance and in return given back to
our community.

Redwood Community Action Agency has
successfully competed for grant funds to cre-
ate jobs, provide affordable housing, assist
with housing rehabilitation and improve the en-
vironment. They have provided emergency
shelter for the homeless, job training and em-
ployment readiness programs, as well as crisis
intervention for Humboldt County youth and
their families. Through their commitment, ex-
pertise, and diligence, they have brought over
$75 million into our community over the past
twenty years.

Redwood Community Action Agency is an
extraordinary example of success. Through
their collaboration with other organizations and
governmental entities they identify human and
environmental needs, work to improve current
services, and seize every opportunity to serve
low and moderate-income people in our re-
gion.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate that we honor
the accomplishments of the Redwood Com-
munity Action Agency and their success in im-
proving the lives of so many in Humboldt
County, California.
f
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Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a man who has been described
as ‘‘The newsman other newsmen listened
to’’. Jack F. Parr, a long-time resident of Mon-
terey County in California, passed away on
Monday August 7, 2000, at the age of 77.

Born on August 15, 1922, Jack Parr was a
veteran of World War II, where he received
the Purple Heart for injuries received on D-
Day. After serving his nation, he returned to
the Central Coast and began working in radio.
In all, he worked for three separate radio sta-
tions in Monterey County at different times-
KMRL, KIDD and KNRY-ensuring that his dis-
tinctive voice and thorough reporting would be
well-known and loved on the Monterey Penin-
sula and beyond. He could be found at any
event where news was happening, and was a
central figure for many people in the county.
Print news and T.V. news reporters would lis-
ten to Jack’s morning news report and use his
leads as the agenda for news stories. Before
the internet, he was the wireless wire for
news. Asked how he did it, he would reply ‘‘I

get up at 4:00 A.M. and cover the nightly po-
lice reports-everything evolved from there.’’

Jack Parr was ‘‘a jolly soul who never
seemed to see the depressing side of things,’’
as Joe Fitzpatrick, a former local reporter, put
it. His humor and voice will be sorely missed
by his daughters, Jacquelyn Parr Pitcher of St.
Charles, Illinois and Karen Parr of Burbank,
California, as well as the radio audiences of
the Central Coast.
f
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Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, today I pay
special tribute to Deputy Chief Charles L.
Bidwell for his 50 years of outstanding service
to the Brighton Area Fire Department. His col-
leagues and friends will be hosting a dinner on
September 19 in recognition of his wonderful
career.

Deputy Chief Bidwell has been an active,
on-call firefighter with the City of Brighton Fire
Department and the merged Brighton Area
Fire Department since September 14, 1950.
He retired from General Motors Proving
Grounds in Milford, Michigan and served as
Deputy Chief since 1988. Deputy Chief Bidwell
was recognized by the City of Brighton Fire
Department as Firefighter of the Year in 1987
and most recently, by the Michigan State Fire-
men’s Association, as Firefighter of the Year
for 2000.

Mr. Speaker, the Brighton area is very fortu-
nate to have benefitted from the leadership,
dedication, sacrifice and hard work of Deputy
Chief Bidwell throughout his 50 years of serv-
ice. As the leader in alarm response for the
past decade, he has certainly contributed sig-
nificantly to the safety and well-being of the
citizens he has served. It is my honor, and in-
deed great pleasure, to stand in recognition of
a man who has given so selflessly of his time
and energy.

On behalf of the 8th district of Michigan, I
would like to express my sincere appreciation
for Deputy Chief Bidwell’s many immeasurable
contributions.
f

LIVIO PALLA, KERN COUNTY’S 2000
AGRICULTURIST OF THE YEAR
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Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I want to join
my friends in the Kern County farm community
in honoring Mr. Livio Palla, this year’s recipient
of the Agriculturist of the Year 2000.

One of the primary reasons California has
been the nation’s premier farm state for dec-
ades is its people. Today, many outside Cali-
fornia are surprised to learn California is the
nation’s top dairy state, the nation’s second
largest producer of cotton and the primary
source of almonds, pistachios, table grapes
and other fruits and vegetables. Americans
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